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One layman's opinion

Some lessons from the Swiss
I wish all 208,000,000 Americans
could spend two w eeks in Switzerland as I did recently. We have a
great country, and I was glad to get
back to it, but I also felt there is a
lot we could lear !\ from the Swiss.
These hard working, proud people
have accomplished some things
that we are still strugglin g to
achieve.
For examp le, Switzerland is
Dr. Grant
surrounded by th e fractious, jealous, often warring ,nations of Europe, and yet it has
·a voided war for many generations. The Swiss are not
pacifists or conscientious objectors, in the usual sense
of those terms, for they have 'universal military training. But they are seriously peace lovin g and have
worked hard at th~ tSisk of staying at peace with their
neighbors.
They also seem to love and practice hard work.
At least I was told that the number of unemployed in
Switzerland is so me fantastically low figure like 68.
I did not know whether to believe that or not, but I
saw almost no slums, vagrants, or idl e hands and feet
during my visit to Zurich , Geneva, Bern, Interlak en,
and Lucerne. What was most impress ive was th e way
the children seemed to have regular jobs in the hom es
and the ~mall .tourist hotels. It was not ju st "busy
work." It was work obviously need ed in th e operation
of the business. With full employment, why should
labor unions worry about the threa t of child labor?
Not only do the Swiss love peace and hard work;
they love beauty, and this love is translated into
flowers that make their homes and cities almost a fairyland. It is not the result of a few big spectacles. It simply is a national tradition for almost every house and
office building to have beautiful flower boxes in the
windows with a profusion of red begonias, geraniums,
and petunias. I found myself thinking how much more
beautiful Arkadelphia, Little Rock, or Arkansas would
be if all of us agreed to keep flow ers on our windowsills or at our doorsteps. It's only a small thing for each
family, but the bea·uty is overwhelmin g when it becomes a city tradition or a national tradition.
One other thing impressed me about the Swiss.
They seem determined to take the long look rath er
than only the short ~term view. In Geneva we saw the
beautiful Reformation Monument built to Ca lvin,
Zwingli, and others who led in the dramatic 16th century Protestant Reform of the Christian institutions
of Europe. They did not wait until th ey had the money
to start building the monument. It took them eight
years and they built it gradually as they raised the
money. One of the largest railroad stations in Europe
is still in the process of being built in Bern after 17
years, but it will contain beautiful shopping centers
and many other community services wh en finally completed .
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For a nation of less than 7,000,000 peopl e to rate
so high in their commitment to peace, hard work,
beauty, and taking the lon g look, I would say it
wouldn't be a bad idea for us -to learn a few lessons
from the Swiss.- Daniel R. Gra nt, President, Ouachita
Baptist University
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I must say ill

Requiem for a long hair
Ten thousand college students
in America will commit suicide
this coming school year. Twenty
thousand others will attempt suicide
the first time. Countl ess other youth
will die of accidents. Many wil l be
murdered as the youth of the Houston tragedy. Others will run afoul
of unfair laws. Even if they live they
will wear a brand which denies
Dr. Ashcraft
them little hope of the good life.
Youth in every generation get
into trouble . Some are caught, most are not. They
live in a difficult day. Growing up is not easy. They
have sought to achieve se lfhood, freedom, autonomy,
and an acceptable life style perhaps too early for their
years. They are to be commended for their refusal
to be mass production, conveyor belt, link sausage
people. They are to be commended for their refusal
to accept the unright things the previous generation
had left them.
They are to be commended on their refusal to
accept subterfuge and hypocrisy as their way of life.
They are not all without basis and reason for their
protest against the system which requires higher
morals of them than it does of the people who govern
them. They have more than their share of repr imands,
rebukes, censures and condemnation, but their most
fatal rebuff is rejection. Rejection is the ultimate
wound.
Absalom was a long-haired, beautiful kid involved
in a dark sin. Because of the heat of public opinion,

an antiquated scale of values, and vengeful neighbors
he was banished to Geshur for three years and back
to Jerusalem for two years without seeing the face of
his father the king. Being the king's son did not help
him.
If you wish to explore the enormity of the dimensions of rejection you can review the story in II Samuel,
chapters 13 and 18. His sin was no greater than a thousand others, considerably less than 50 percent of his
father's · but his punishment was rejection. For five
years, lonely and desolate, he was deprived access to
his family and friends. In those five years he died deep
inside. He was dead long before Joab's darts entered
his heart. His punishment was rejection, the ultimate
wound.
Unforgiveness and gui lt will paralyze the sou l of
any person ana render him incapable of full worship
or witness (Matt. 5:23-24.) Rejection is the stuff of
which hardened criminals are made. It is the number
one cause of premature graves and saddened hearts.
While the rejected die young those who reject
them are often required to live o.n. Their lives are not
made more pleasant for their ill treatment of others.
Listen to one requiem for a long hair:
"0 my son Absalom, my son, my son, Would God
I had died for,· thee , 0 Absalom, my son, my son" (II
Sam. 18:33.)
You may judge whose pain was the greater. If hell
had no fire, rejection alone would be fatal. Rejection
is the ultimate wound (Matt. 25:41.)
I must . say it! - Charles H. Ashcraft, Executive
Secretary.

Missouri executive secretary dies
Earl 0. Harding, executive secretary of
the Missouri Baptist Convention since
Ju ly 1, 1954, died Aug. 12 in Jefferson
City, Mo., of a heart attack. He was 61.
He had sufferred a serious heart attack
in 1963 and another July 9 this year .
Services were conducted at First Church,
Jefferson City, and at First Church,
Warrensburg, Aug . 15.
Dr. Harding was born on a farm in
Johnson County, Mo. He served 22 years
as a pastor in Missouri, with 17 years as
pastor of churches in his ·home county.
He became execut ive secretary of the
convention fo ll owing a pastorate at First
Church, Joplin. He was then the
youngest executive secretary in the
Southern Baptist Convention. Under Dr.
Harding's leadership, the convention
built a new office building which was
occupied in 1971. They acquired and
developed Windermere Assembly, and
increased student work. The convention
also developed mission work in Iowa.
Dr. Harding was educated in the
public schoo ls of Johnson County, Mo.,
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and held the B.A. and B.S. degrees from
Centra l Missouri State University. He
had bee n awarded the Th .M. and the
Th.D. degrees from Centra l Seminary,
Kansas City, Kan. Honorary degrees
included the doctor of laws degree from
William Jewell Co llege, and the doctor
of humane letters degree from Sioux
Empire College, Hawarden, Iowa.
Dr. Harding served the Southern
Baptist Convention as a member of the
Historical Commission, as a member of
the Public Re l ations . Adv i sory
Comm ittee of the Execut ive Comm ittee,
and as a member of the Inter-Agency
Counci l. He was a charter member of
the Board of Directors of Midwestern
Seminary and served as president of the
board from 1967-69. Dr. Harding also
served as a member of the Governor's
Task Force on the Role of Private Higher
Education in Missouri, and was honorary
chaplain of the U.S. House of
Representat ives for Novem·ber, 1971.
In February of t his year he was the
recepient of the Award of the ve·ar by

Amer icans United for Separation of
Church and State .
Dr. Hard ing is survived by hi s wife, the
former Alice Co le, a son, Jim, and a
granddaughter.

Letters to the editor - - - L"k

•1

I es arfiC e
I especially enjoyed last week's issue
of your magazine. The article,"E iitism Blessing or Curse?", in the "I Must Say
It!" co lumn part icu lar ly impressed me. I
agree with the writer that a major
problem of churches is a "respectability
syndrome" which prevents them from
truly ministering to the needs of people.
The Baptist Press release on the
ministry to 'prisoners served to illustrate
an application of the co lumn's idea. I
hope to see more articles showing how
Christians can relate to soc iety in a
loving and redeeming way. -(Miss)
Patrice Underwood
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___________________ Arkansas all over
Southern announces
fall registration

Tennessee Baptist Royal Ambassador secretary William Highsmith (seated, left); RA
leader Ronnie Bohannon of Arkansas (seated, right); and C. H. Seaton, Arkansas
Baptist Brotherhood and RA director; gathered with Brazilian RAs dressed in
anniversary shirts at the RA congress in Brazil.

Arkansans participate

Brazilian RAs celebrate
25th anniversary year
NITEROI, Brazil - More than 1,000
Baptist Royal Ambassadors (RAs) from 13
Brazilian states observed the 25th
anniversary of RAs (mission organization
for boys) in Brazil during the second
national RA congress at First Baptist
Church here recently.
Speakers at the RA congress included
William Highsmith, Tennessee Baptist
RA secretary; C. H. Seaton, Arkansas
Baptist Brotherhood and RA director;
and Nilson do Amaral Fanini, president
.of the Brazilian Baptist Convention.
Southern Baptist missionary William
Alvin Hatton organized RAs in Brazil in
july, 1948, in the Tijuca Church, Rio de

janeiro. Today, 800 RA chapters include
about 12,000 members.
In 1950 the RA department was
organized as part of the Sunday School
Board
of the
Brazilian
Baptist
Convention.
"Our camp program has made Royal
Ambassadors successful here in Brazil,"
Hatton said.
Since 1951, RAs have been attending
camp programs on 60 acres of property
in a mountainous area outside of Rio de
Janeiro.
·
Hatton
and
Brazilian
personnel
promote both the RAs and the
Brotherhood, a missionary organization
for men.

Registration for Southern Baptist
College students for the fall semester
will take place on the Walnut Ridge
campus on Monday and Tuesday, Aug.
27 and 28.
Freshmen will attend a general
orientation conference in the campus
chapel on Monday, Aug. 27 at 9 a.m. This
will be followed by testing and
placement activities. Formal registration
of freshmen students will be on Tuesday,
Aug. 28 in the Community of Sciences
Building, beginning at 10 a.m.
Sophomore students will register on
Tuesday, Aug , 28. The place for
sophomore registration will be the
college library. The time is set for 8 a.m .
Dormitories on campus will open
officially on Sunday, Aug. 26 at 1 p.m.
Provision will also be made for students
arriving on campus Friday, Aug. 24 to
attend the Baptist Student Union retreat.
The curriculum of Southern Baptist
College for the fall semester offers the
student a choice from more than 80
courses grouped in 11 departments of
study.

Seminary Founders'
Days are held
LITTLE ROCK, Ark.- Three leaders in
Southern Baptist work were featured
speakers at Founders' Days of MidAmerica Seminary here Aug. 20-22.
Registration for the regular term of
study at the Seminary was held, also
Aug. 20.
Appearing on the program was Dr.
Robert G. Lee of Memphis, who served
three terms as president of the Southern
Baptist Convention; Dr. C. E. Autrey,
former director of evangelism for the
Home Mission Board and a former
faculty member of New Orleans and
Southwestern
Seminaries, and Dr.
Adrain Rogers, pastor Of Bellevue
Church in Memphis.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - N e w s briefs
• Homecoming celebration to be
held at First Church, Luxora, Aug. 26 .
Pastor W . j. Clayton will be the speaker.
• Dennis and Martha Coop, of First
Church, Stuttgart, have been invited by
the Alaskan Baptist Convention and the
Sunday School Board to join a group of
Arkansas church musicians in a mission
project in Alaska, Oct. 27-Nov. 10.
•

Forrest Park, Pine Bluff, will have a
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youth led revival Sept. 6-9. Paul jackson,
Little Rock, will be the evangelist.
• Calvary, Hope, has let the contract
for a new auditorium.
• First Church, Hope, is planning for
revival Sept. 9-16, with jack Hazelwood,
Little Rock, evangelist. Eddie and Alice
Smith, a husband and wife team, will
lead the music. Gerald Trussell is pastor.
• johnson
Church, WashingtonMadison Association, recently ordained

G .' A. Hendrix Jr. and Raymond Martin
Jr. as deacons.
• Homecoming Day will be observed
Sept. 30 by
johnson Church,
Washington-Madison
Association.
Everyone is invited, especially all former
members. Potluck lunch will be served
at noon.
• Park Hill Church, Arkadelphia,
recently purchased a bus to begin a bus
ministry.
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Ouachita combines commencement
with groundbreaking ceremonies

Summer
graduation
and
groundbrea kin g for the new $1.25
milli on Fin e Arts Center at Ouachita
Univers ity w ere held Aug. 10.
Forty -three stud ents rece ived degrees
at th e summ er commencement. The
commencement address was deli vered
by D . j ack Nichol as, president, Sout hern
College, Walnut Ridge . Dr. Nicholas
asked th e gradu ates "What wi ll you
commit your li fe to?" He said that there
were tho se who had comm itted
themselves to the love of money, or to
the see kin g of pleasure, or to the
attaining of prestige. These, he said,
were lifestyle s to be avoided. He sa id the
lifesty le th at wou ld rea ll y count was the
one which fo llowed Christ.

). I. Cossey and A. P. Elliff were each
honored with the doctor of div inity
degre e. Cossey is a former editor of the
Arkan sas
Baptist
Newsmagazine,
professo r at Southern Col lege, Walnut
Ridge, pastor of num erous churches
throu ghout the state, and has been
active in Baptist affa irs. Elliff has se rved
churches in Arkansas, Ok lahoma, and
Loui siana. Pres id ent · Grant sa id . in
makin g the pr ese ntation s "T h e
committee had so ught Baptist states m en
who
had
m a de tr emendo u s
co ntributi ons to the cause of Christ."
A part of th e day's activities also
includ ed th e groundbreaking for the
new Fin e Art s Center. The Fine Arts
Center .will hou se Ouachita's Schoo l of
Music and the Art Department. It w ill be
the third addition to the centra l campus
m egast ructure, whi ch alre<)dy includ es
the nea rly co mp leted Eva ns St ud ent
Center and Lile Hall, a classroom
bui lding for the Division of Business and
Economics.
A fanfare composed especia lly for the
occasion by Dr. W. Francis McBeth,
OBU professo r of music and composerin - res id ence, was perform ed by the
School of Music's Brass Ense mbl e.
Parti cipat in g in the activities were
rep rese ntat ives of various interested
groups includin g th e Sc hool of Music,
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the Art Department, the Ouachita
Student Senate, the Ouac hita Boa rd of
Trustees, and the archi tect ural firm of
Er hart, Eichenb aum, Rauch, Blass and
Chilcote. Leaders from var io us pha ses of
the Ouac hit a Advancement Campa ign
wi ll also be present.

Student Senate · President Lee Sanders
(/eft) and Dr. Grant h elp ed to turn sod.

Dr. Ben Elrod, vice pres ident for
deve lopment at Ouachita, served as
master of ceremon ies for the eve nt.
Included in the new bui ldin g for the
School of Music wi ll be a recita l hall w ith
a seat in g capacity of 270, an instrumental
rehearsal room, a chora l rehearsa l room,
classrooms, a music li brary, an
elect ron ics st udi o, 37 pract ice roo ms
and 20 studi os. Dr. Elrod sa id that the
"very latest inn ovat io ns in acco ustical
contro l" wi ll be utilized In the bui lding.
The art department's facilities wi ll
include a scu lpture room, a grap hics
room, a shop, a classroom and two
stu9ios .
According to Dr. Elrod, th e Ce nter has
been des igned to acco mod ate " both the
present and future needs" of the Schoo l
of Music and Art Department.

A. P. Elliff (right) was o n e of two persons receivin g an h o n ora ry d egree.

Gro undbreak in g for t he Center was
origina ll y to have been he ld in M ay, D r.
Grant said, but it was postponed
because the contractors~ bids exceede d
the $1 million limitation whic h had been
set for the construction by OBU officia ls.
After extensive cons id erat io n of the
arc hitects' alt ernat ive plans, Dr. Gra nt
conti nu ed, the Ouachita Board of
Trus tees voted to go ahea d with the
origina l plan w ith "re latively min o r
changes." In doing this, h e ad ded, the
Trustees decided "to seek Advancement
Campaign pledges in add ition to those
already in hand."
Currently in progress is the "Yo u Plus
2" Campaign, aimed at raising $500,000
for Ouachita among the alumni. This
phase of the overa ll Advance ment
Campa ign has thus far ga in ed ove r
$265,000 in pledges and contr ibuti o ns.

Commencement speaker was D. j ack
N ich o las, President o f South ern Baptist
Co ll ege.
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The Christian and the occult:
·.··
grow•ng 1rit~rest _
-

.

·.

.

By Bill Viser, minist er of youth
Rosen Heighr s C hurch, Fr : Worth, Te x.

l :

(Last in a series of seven articles)
Why is it that interest in th e occult is concepts of se lf-rea lization suc h · as
drawin g young and old into its ranks . sciento logy and nonverbal sens itivity
groups, (2) fascination of many with the
daily? How can it be that it has come to
UFOs which has in turn opened the
be and continues as a threat to the
door to the fie ld of psychic phenomena,
Christian as he lives for jesus Christ and
(3) the metaphysical bag of Eastern
tries to take the good news to others?
Evangelist
Billy
Graham
says, thought (Zen, Yoga, Macrobiotic diets,
etc.) have helped create a climate for
"Satanism is grow in g because belief in
interest in the occu lt. A lso, mind
j esus is growing. The dev il is also making
expa nding drugs have helped many to
his pitch."
turn to a myst ica l approach to life.
Th eo logian Harvey Cox fee ls that,
Regard less of which viewpoint the
"The non-rational dim e n sion s of
ex iste nce tum peopl e to the occu lt. The Christ ian chooses, I believe all would
absurd, the terrifying, the ecstat ic, non e agree with the fol lowing ana lysis which
of these fits into a product ive and
appeared in Newsweek: " . . . both the
eff icency oriented society."
young and the old who have turned
to
the
invisible and
Sociologists argue that in a stab le serious ly
society, religion provides the necessary supe rn atura l seem not so much apart
from the rest of soc iety as an enlarged
answers to the great questions of life,
picture of its troubles."
death and man's fate. But' when that
There is much the Christian can do to
stability is upset, persons experience a
se nse of being lost, and in a particular combat the occult. The Apostle Paul
admon ished us to (11) "Put on all of
state of receptiv ity, t hey turn about
God's armor so that you wi ll be ab le to
look in g for new answers.
sta nd safe against all stateg ies and tricks
Others mainta in that (1) interest s in

of Satan. (12) For we are not fighting
against people made of flesh and blood,
but against persons without bodies the evil rulers of the unseen world,
those mighty satan ic beings and great
evil princes of darkness who rule this
world; and against huge numbers of
wicked spir its in the spi rit world" (Eph .
6:11-12, Livin g Bib l e. )
Realize that Satan wi ll t ry to draw you
into the occult by trying to interest you
into finding out more and more about it.
Don't fall into this trap. Look to j es us
Christ .in your temptat ion and he will
triumphantly overcome it .
Do not become slack in your sp iritua l
life. Failure to read God's Word daily
and talk with him is to open yourself to
Satan's attack .
Witness for j es us daily. Let others
know your on ly interest is to win others
to him.
Be carefu l that your schoo l does not
become part of those schools who have
become overly interested in teach in g
the occu lt sciences to the students.
Remember that though the battle with
Satan may often seem difficu lt, " . . . I
can do everyth in g God asks me to with
the help of Christ who gives me the
strengt h and the power." (Phil. 4:13,
Livin g Bi b le.) W ith jesus as Lord and
Saviou r of your life, you canno t fail.

Woman's viewpoint

Mama gave him good advice!

Mrs. Bowen

So far, our peak
of the
summer
month has not produced ' one sin gle
"co ld day in jul y."
As t he days co nt inu e warm, then
wa rm er, we at th e
store find that ou r
customers apprec iate our air conditioning more than
our friendly, sm ilin g

face s.
As usual, much of the ta lk is about
the heat, and I have sil ently threatened
to clobber t he next one who asks me if
I ordered t hi s weather. An even more
worn phrase, " Is it hot eno ugh for you?"
m akes my blood bo il - as if things were
not steamy enough already!
One o ld fe ll ow came in the store
with the ri ght attitude, I think.
" The weather doesn't bother m e,"
he said. " I'm used to it. When I was a
boy, I chopped cotton around here
when it wasn't nothin ' but farm land .
My mama told me then, ' You might as
we ll get used to th e weather, Boy, cause
th ey mi ght let you go to the fir e to
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warm, but they ain't gonna let you go
to the shade!'"
" I decided then I wasn't gonna let
any kind of weather bother me," he
conti nu ed. " I have slep t out in the .hot
sun, and I have worked in the snow
and ice when it was ten be low, and
I'm used to it. Mama was ri ght" he sa id,
as he strode out into the sun.
I am sure we would all enjoy life more
if we mad e up our minds to get used
to the situations about us, rather than
complain.
Why not adapt to daylight savings
time? You work your eight ho.urs, eat
your three meals, watch the ten o'clock
news and get your eight hours' sleep
no matter if you "spring forward" or
"fa ll back."
Our recent ly returned POW's are
adm irable examp les of men who were
forced into very trying situations, but
by being able to adjust, li ved through
the horrors forced upon them.
Compared to the Israelite brickmakers, we have it easy, strolling around
in central heat and air condit ioning,
making dol lars without much toil.
And li ke my old cat, we sure hate to
hi t that front door!

State Convention
dates changed
Th<> date
for the annual
meeting of the Arkansas Baptist
State Con ention have been
changed to Nov. 6-8 at Immanuel
Church, Little Rock This change
wa voted at the 1972 annual
meeting.

Deaths ______
Glynn A. Buchanan, 72, Arkade lphi a,
died Aug. 5. He was a deacon of t he
Dalark Church.
Mrs. Sybil Lynn Cullum, 72, North
Litt le Rock, died Aug. 11 . She was a
charter member of Bethany Church, and
t he mother of ·A lfred Cu llum, form erly
pastor
at
Ro llin g Hills C hurc h,
Fayettevi ll e.

Through the Cooperative Program
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For Southern Baptist College

Arkadelphia Colony
chaplain is named

Accreditation is continued
The North Central Association of
Colleges and Secondary Schools, after a
periodic review, has announced that full
accreditation for Southern Baptist
College, Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, has
been continued. Word reporting the
action of the Association taken on July
20, 1973 has been received by Southern's
preside nt, Dr. D. Jack Nicholas.
During the period from September,
1972, through March, 1973, th e faculty
and adm inistration of Southern had
cond ucted a self-study evaluation of the
purpose and work of the junior college.
In April th e accrediting association se nt
an evaluation tea m to the campus. Isaac
Beckes, President, Vincennes University,
Vinsennes, Indiana was leader of the

team. An intensive study and careful
analysis of the purpose, personnel and
program of the college was made.
Informal conversations were had with
faculty, tru stees , stud e nt s a nd
admin istrative personnel. Based on the
report of this team to th e North Central
Association,
wit h
their
recommendations, Southern's full accreditation was continued.
Southern Baptist Coll ege first applied
for and received accreditation in
january, 1963, and the school has had
continuing accreditation since that date.
The thirty-third annual session on t he
campus of Southern Baptist College
begins on Monday, Aug. 27.

Kirksey

As of Aug . 1, Greg
Kirksey is chaplain
of the Arkadelphi a
Unit of the Chi ldren's Colony. Greg
is a resid ent of Arkadelphia and a
sophomore miniSterial stude nt at
Ouachita University.
He has been active
as a student preacher and in evangelis-

tic campaigns.
Chaplain Kirksey is directed and supported by the Missions Department of
the Arkansas Bapti st State Convention .
He will conduct worship services, coordinate on-campus and off-campus religious activities, and represent the
Colony on special occasions, such as
funerals.
Rex Cooper, Cottage Life Director
for the colony, and Wilson Deese, Director of Chaplaincy Ministries, A rk ansas Baptist State Convention wi ll be
supervising Chap lain Kirksey. Opportunities for a fruitful ministry are unli mited. Chapla in Kirksey will be ava ilable to serve the resident students and
their families, as well as the staff of the
institution and their families. - W ilson
Deese, Director of Chaplaincy M inistries

Foreign mission briefs

First Church, Maga z ine, has dedicated this new auditorium.

Dedicates new auditorium
First Church, Magazine, held a former interim pastor. James Griffin,
dedication service for their new superintendent of miss ions, Concord
auditorium, Ju1y 29. The new facility has Association, led the dedica tory prayer.
500 sq. ft. of space and cost Others participating in th e activities of
approx imately $40,000. The only the day includ ed former pastors Noel
rema1n1ng indebtedness which the Greenfield of Manford, Okla.; James
church has on the auditorium is $16,000.
Tallant, Cherry Valley; Le Roy Rogers,
Additional buildings of the church are Hot Springs; also, Larry Thomas, pastor
an educational building and a pastorium . at Mountain Pine, and Tim Staton, a
which are debtfree. The educational student at Ou achita University.
building has 3200 sq . ft. of space with
Prese nt for the occasion was Mrs.
provi.sions for pre-school children, Myrtle Richey of Al ma, daughter of P. B.
children, a youth department, a Langley who was pastor of the church
fellowship hall, and a pastor's study.
when the o ld auditorium was dedicated
The speaker for the occasion was Dr. in 1920.
Gordon C. Goodier of Dardanelle, a
James F. Kinney is current pastor.
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TOKYO, Japan Southern Ba ptist
missio naries in Japan adopted a threeyear program st rategy and heard lead ers
of the Japan Baptist Convention at their
annual mission meeting at the Amagi
Assembly Grou nds near here. Shu ichi
Matsumura, co nvent ion president, and
Yoshikazu Na k aj im a, convention
executive secreta ry, "Urged
the
m1 ss1onaries to
rejoice in the
determination of the co nvention to be
independent and self support in g,"
according to Missionary A. L. (Pete)
Gill espie. The " program base design" to
be impl emented January 1, 1975, aims to
define the miss ion strategy in Japan fo r
the next three years. Missionaries also
hope to begin using the new facilit ies of
a 250,000 watt radio station for their
Christian broadcasts as of january 1,
1974. Programs broadcast from the
station, owned by the Far East
Broadcasting Co mpany, will be heard in
Japan, Korea, China and other parts of
Asia.
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_______________ Your state convention at work
The Southern accent

The lesson at Ephesus
By H. E. Wi ll iams
(Note: Dr. Williams, President Emeritus of Southern Baptist College, and his
wife were participants in the Wayne Dehoney Bible lands Seminar, July 25-Aug. 7,
along with 193 other Americans.)
On ju ly 28, over two hundred
Americans,
principal l y
Southern
Baptists, assembled late in the afternoon
in the historic Roman theatre at Ephesus.
At this historic site two Arkansans, Dr.
Wayne Ward and th.is writer, ta lked with
the gro~p recounting the events
recorded 111 the 19th chapter of the Book
of ~c~s. It ~as a thr.i lli ng experience to
part1c1pate 111 a serv1ce o n the very spot
where the venerab le Apost le Paul
wro.ught so m ightly for the Lord jes.us
C h r.ls~. One. cou ~ d ~I most see .h 1m
strammg agamst h1s fnends to get mto
the theatre to plead the appeals. of Christ
to th~. 25,000 people who filled the
magn1f1cent theatre.
At Ephesus, Pau l contested the
idolatry of the worship of D iana, one of
the major goddesses of the fertility cults
of ancient Rome. Her magnificent, gold
plated statue with 48 fema le breasts, .was
the center of pagan worship not on ly at
Ephesus but throughout the Aegean sea
region of. Rome. ?exual debauchery was
rampant 111 the c1ty of Ephesus and was

p racticed in connect ion · with the
worship of Diana. Prostitution was
considered a norma l part of the life of
the city. The guide po inted out what
must have been the first commercial
advertising in the history of mankind in
the form of a pictorial design carved into
the marble sidewalk of the ma in street of
Ephes us, po inting out the brot he'l
freque nted by the Ep hes ian men of the
day.
Whe n Pa ul got to Ep hesus, he ca used
a tremendous stir in the city by teach ing
the truth about t he Kingdom of God f
some three months to both Jews
Greeks. Immature disciples of John w
.
.
ere
out, and exorcists
were
stra1ghtened
vanquished so complete ly that they
burned their books on magic worth
50,000 pieces of silver.
As a consequence of t he Spirit blessed
effort of Pau l, pagan worship of Diana
suffered severe reverses, resu ltin g in
commercia l losses to the si lversm iths
whose business was making idols of
Diana.
When
their craft
was

a~~

By summer missionary

Great needs seen in Little Rock
Dea r Arkansas BSUers:
W hat th ings in li fe are actua lly rewa rd ing? Is it see in g the
sm il e of a child w ho has not had the sa me opport uni ty to smil e
as I have? Is it heari ng the words, "T hank you so much for tell ing me about Jesus.':? Yes, these th in gs are rewarding to a person who has been babied and pampered by a loving ch u rch
and loving parents. We must consider the urgent need for
teaching children about Jesus at an ever increasing rate. People
are needed to work in missions; people are needed to start
missions; people are needed to do fo ll ow-up on decisions
made. What peop le .are supposed to do these things? Wel l,
Elder
any group of peop le who meet and wors hip a man named
.
j esus shou ld be. I be lieve t hat those w ho are ca ll ed accord ing
to his purpose shou ld be do ing mission work . It is rea ll y amaz ing to see soma ny
ch il dren in Litt le Rock, a city f ill ed w ith peop l e kn oc kin g themse lves o ut to do
Go?'s perfect wi ll , who sit enthra ll ed at a story te ll ing about j esus' Bi rt h, a story
te ll1 ng about the cruC1f 1x1on, and a story about Adam and Eve. Cou ld it be that these
eleven and 12 year old chi ldren have never heard of these stories?
jesus lived and existed with people. Peop le weren't black or w h ite, rich or
poor, but they were potential ly his followers . Wow, what a harvest cou ld be reaped
in Little Rock if there were just laborers for the harvest.
Sincerely,
Harold Elder

(Harold is a student at Arkansas Tech at Russellville, and is serving as one of
Arkansas' BSU Summer Missionaries doing Bible·School work with Second Church
in Little Rock.)
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endangered, Demetrius, one of the
leaders of the .:;ilversmiths, stirred ·up his
peers, and the whole city became
enraged at Paul. They gathered in the
same theatre in which we met and cried
like ravening maniacs, "Great is Diana of
t he Ephesians," for more than two
hours. What a ringing shout it must have
been as the sounds welled up from this
unusual ly amplified theatre from which
a speaker can easily be heard a mile
away whi le talking in a normal voice!
Although most of them did not know
why they were in a mob, the Ephesians
went mad. It was a wild meeting of
enraged fanatics. Reason was gone,
sw~ll owed up in anger and prejudice.
Accentuated by greed and depravity of
sou l, the peop le acted li ke beasts rather
than men of intelligence.
Over against such an atmosphere,
Paul desperately wanted to appear
before the enraged mob and make his
intelligent appeal to the people of
Ephesus, where he had already done
such wonders with the truth. Yet, his
Christian friends forcibly restrained him
from entering the mob, as they feared
for his life.
As we stood speaking and praying in
the ancient theatre, we were made to
rea lize again that fanaticism failed at
Ephesus. It did not preserve the worship
of Diana. People no longer worship her
image, yet millions worship the Christ
·p roclaimed by Paul.
Maybe Christians should take a lesson
from Ephesus. As fanaticism failed to
preserve Diana worship, it wi ll also fail to
advance Christianity. Fanat ics make
poor m issionaries of any cause. It is
incumbent upon Christ ians to present
an intelligent and logical message
concerning God and his kingdom. We
saw the ruins of Ephesus as a witness
against fanaticism - may no r:nan ever
see the ruins of Christianity as a
consequence of fanatical methods
resorted to by foolish people who
shou ld be guided by the noble and
intell igent appeals of Chr ist.

cp
The Cooperative Program

TAKES NO REST!
Page 9

A complimentary copy of the new JESUS book is being
mai led to each pastor in the state. This new issue is expressly
designed for Arkansas Baptists. Three messages from Arkansas Baptist leaders relate to the "Share the Word Now "
them e of both the Southern Baptist Conve ntion and of the
Arka nsas Baptist State Convention.
These messages relate to the three programs, People
Now, Extend Now and Win Now program s of the Sunday
School Missions and Evangelism departm e nts of the state
conve ntion.
The j esus book is a compilation of selected passages
from the four gospels of "Good New s fo r Modern M an"
(TEV.) It tells the story of the life and teachin gs of Jesus.
j esus is a Share the Word Now book.
j esu s is a People Now book.
j esu s is an Exte nd Now book.
j esu s is a Win Now book.
How many could your church use?
Following are several suggested w ays thi s important
Scriptu re portion can be widely distributed. Check off the
ways you w ant to lead your church to participate.
Check
several
plans
0

0

0

0

o
0

0

0
0
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10. Ch urches or individua ls

0

Estimated number

0

11.

0

12.

0

13.

0

14.

0

15.

ofjesus

books needed
1. Give it as a free gift at
every door of eve ry
house on a church field .
2. Distribute it free during
a People Search (JulySe ptember, 1973 or
April, June 1974). Census
takers give one· at every
door.
3. Give a copy to every
person attending a revival.
4. Use in camps, assemblies, retreats and planning meetings.
5. Include it with other
leaflets when visiting
prospects.
6. Use in bus ministry, give
every rider a copy, and
in e nlisting new riders.
7. Use in starting or conducting a new Sunday
School, Mission or Fellowship Bible Class.
d . Use in resort- recreational areas.
9. Use in Vacation Bible
School and in Brotherhood and WMU Mission
actions.

provide chaplains of institutio ns with qua ntities fo r distri bution.
Give away in w itnessi ng
o ppo rtuni t ies . Han d
mark selected passages
used in wi t nessing, leaye
wi th prospect .
Youth groups and choirs
give away freely and •
boldly in the market
place, sho pping mal ls,
airports, bus stations and
community meetings.
Supply t hrough tract
racks.
Ca rry a supply in the ca r
glove compartment and
give t o filli ng station
operators.
Use in Associationa l
ca mps and projects.
W hat other uses can you
thi nk of?
Total

Use t he o rder-fo rm to purchase large quantities for w ide
distribution d uri ng the Share the Word Now Emphasis of
1973-74.

------------------------------------------

1

I

AM ERICAN BIBLE SOCI ETY
Box 5656, Grand Central Station
New York, N. Y. 10017
212-581-7400

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $ _ __
BIBLE SOOIETY.

I

JESUS .

I

Order No.

Quantity

06833

Arkansas Ed1t1on

made payable to AMER ICAN
Unit Price

10¢ ea

Price

I

· Sales Tax where required _ __
I'm adding a gift for ABS _ __
Total Amount _ __
Name - - - - - - - - - - Address - - - - - - - - - - City -

- - - State -- - Zip _ _

Churr~c~h-=-==========~
PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS
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We think you will like it ....
The following in4. Chart of Bible learning projects:
formation
was
Project Title,
Three columns
Project Description, and Purpose wi ll
gleaned from
be included.
Glorieta
Confer5. Six Bible Learning Projects:
ences arid will be of
a. Four projects will be described in
help to the Sunday
School
teach e r s more detail and more helps for guiding
who use Bibl e the Bible Study will be given.
b. Two projects will be mentioned
Searchers : Teacher
beginning with Oc- · which can be developed by the teacher
tober material.
if he so chooses one of these projects.
1. The preview
6. Extra helps for Bible teaching inVernon
study will be some- stead of Special Helps for You. Some
what shorter and divided into units.
games and puzzles will be found in
. 2. Memory Verses will appear within
the Resource Kit. Additional help wil l
the sessions to which they correspond.
be found in this section.
3. Desirab le outcomes:
7. The page for Resource Materials
a. There wi ll be approximately two
will be at the beginning of each unit.
suggestions under each of the three
This will also include materials found
categories.
in Resource Kit.
b. There wi ll be a un it or umbrell a
8. Unit Review: "What Do You Know
outcome suggested.
-Bibl e Searching is Fun," will be found

Cooperative Program

Churches recognized for giving
· The largest church in the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention and one of the
sma ll est were both recent ly given public
recogn iti on f or a very similar
achievement.
The Fu lton Baptist Church in Hope
Association was presented a plaque for
having contributed in 1972 the largest
percentage of its undesignated offerings
to world m1ss1ons through the
Cooperative Program. The church has
Baptist services once a month on a
Sunday afternoon, with Pastor Gerald
Trussel l lead ing. Trussel l also serves as
pastor of t he First Church in Hope.
The First Bapt ist Church of Fort Smith
was honored and presented a plaque for
having bee n second in 1972 in total
contribut ions through the Cooperative
Program. The church is the largest in the
state in membership and last year led the
state · convention in baptisms. Dr.
Wi lliam Bennett is pastor.
Each year lists are published showing
t he top twenty-five churches in the state
in tota l giv ing, per capita giving, and
g i v i ng through
the
p ercentage
Cooperat ive Prog ram . Add itiona l special
recogn ition is freq uent ly given to the
leaders in each category .
Each year several churches in the state
have consistently been among the top
th ree in certain categories and have
been honored for their faithfu lness and
consistency in the support of missions.
However, the two churches mentioned
above are newcomers to the list.
ac hi evement
seemed
Th e i r
particularl y significant since the two
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churches represent such diversity in
size, location, and other ways; yet each
shares together in the common task of
preaching the gospel both at home and
around the world. Each has also proven
tq be a leader through the channel used
by Southern Baptists called the
Cooperative Program. -Roy F. Lewis,
Secretary of Stewardship-Cooperative
Program

in Resource Kit.
9. Before 'sunday: Study your Bible.
A part of the Bible background material.
The following are free helps which
are available from the Sunday School
department:
"Memory Verses in Children's Sunday
School Departments"
"Chi ldren's Emphasis, 1973-74"
"Winning Children to Christ"
"Achievement Guide - Children's
Department"
"A Child and His Bible"
"Sunday School Resources 73-74"
"Duties of Children's Workers"
-Harold Vernon,
Sunday School Department

Brotherhood

Training clinic set
for all leadership
Sept. 28-29 are red letter days for
Brotherhood officers especially . all
associational officers, including the
associational missionary.
The first state-wide Associational
Leadership Training Clinic will be held at
Camp Paron . Check-in will begin at 3
p.m. Supper wi ll be served at 6:30 p.m.
The first session wi ll begin at 7:30p.m.
The total cost per person will be $6.
This includes bed, three meals and some
instructional materials. Each man must
bring his own linens, etc.
The clinic is for all associational
Brotherhood
directors,
Royal
Ambassador leaders and Baptist Men's
presidents and any others who have a
place of responsibility.
A ll church Brotherhood officers are
invited and encouraged to attend. Any
man interested in Brotherhood and
rnissions would be blessed by attending
the sessions.
The sessions will include information,
inspiration and Christian fellowship.
Every Brotherhood officer will be
helped by attend ing the clinic.

Gerald Trussell, pastor of Hope First
Church, stands in front of the building
which houses the Fulton Church, where
h e leads service once a month.

Discussion leaders will include
Brotherhood Commission personnel
and state leaders. Dr. W. ). Isbell,
D irector of Baptist Men's work for the
Brotherhood Commission will lead the
conference for Baptist Men 's officers.
Ben Connell from the Commission will
be
leading a conference
for
associational directors.
There will be qualified leaders for
Royal Ambassador leaders and other
workers.
Make plans to attend the tra ining
clinic Now!
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HURCH: .Th Sunday Ni ht PI c "
Enlarging nd enriching unday night

"

September: month of intensive emphasis
All over the Southern Baptist Convention churches are preparing for a
month of intensive emphasis on their Sunday night program during September. It is a promotional program called "CHURCH: The Sunday Night Place."
It is · designed to help churches strengthen their total Sunday night program
and make their "CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place" to be ... for training ...
for worship ... for fellowship.
In Arkansas, almost 400 churches are enrolled in this emphasis and are
busily preparing for the major thrust which will come in September. Special
sermons . .. testimonies ... assembly programs .. . letters ... visits ... Church
Training Fair ... church fellowship supper: all of these special activities will
comb ine to make the month an unusual experience in many of our churches
and help to strengthen the total Sunday night program. A new spirit of excitement and anticipation should characterize many of our churches on Sunday
nights as a result of this emphasis.
If your church is not already involved in this emphasis, it isn't too late.
Send your request for copies of the Church Guide to the Church Training Department of your Arkansas Baptist State Convention . You could easily move
the starting date to Oct. 1 and conduct a very fine emphasis in your church.

Follow-through emphases
After the maJor promotional thrust m September, there will be monthly themes and emphases throughout the coming year. Although not as
mtensive, these plans w111 help sustain the Interest and enthusiasm created
dunng September. These monthly emphases are not nearly so involved
or time consuming, but they are essential to sustam1ng the momentum
of this effort. The monthly themes and suggested plans are outlined on
pages 25-29 of the Church Guide

Themes and emphases for 1973-74
October-December., 1973
October
November·
December
January-March, 1974
January:
February·
March:
April-June, 1974
April:
May·
June:
July-September, 1974
July:
August:
September:
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"CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place"
for Developing a Training Fellowship
Begm New Groups
People Follow People
People Lead People
"CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place"
for Growing In Discipleship
A New Commitment to Training
Focus on Fellowship
Developing New Leadership
"CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place"
for Strengthening Family Fellowship
Doctrrnal Understanding
My Family in Training
Our Church Fam1ly in Worship
"CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place"
for Enjoying the Christian Community
Fun, Friends, Fellowship
The Scattered Community
The Gathered Community

Celebration set for
October
Begin making your plans now to
participate in the "CHURCH: the
Sunday Night Place" Celebration to
be held on Oct. 25, 1973, at Immanuel Church in Little Rock. The Celebration will begin at 10 a.m. with a
message by Dr. Charles Ashcraft.
The morning and afternoon sessions
will feature leadership conferences,
testimonies, and special music. Philip
Harris, Secretary of the Church Train ing Department, Baptist Sunday
School Board, will speak at a banquet for a select group of state convention leadersh1p that evening. A
Church Training Fair will also be a
feature of the Celebration. Planned
and conducted by Lee Garner of the
Sunday School Board, the fair will
consist of exhibits and displays depicting all aspects of a church's training program .
The highlight of the Celebration
will be the night session which will
open with a 100-voice choir under
the direction of Ervin Keathley, our
state music secretary. Nolan Howington, Editorial Consultant, Church
Training Department, Baptist Sunday
School Board, will speak. The Celebration will close with a drama, "The
Sunday Night Place To Be," written
especially .for this occasion by Sarah
Walton Miller and directed by Mrs.
Leslie Wilfong of Immanuel Church,
Little Rock.
All church training leaders, all adult
members, all library workers, all pastors and church staff members, all
associational missionaries and associational leaders . .. almost everyone
.. . has a special invitation to be a
part of the "CHURCH: the Sunday
Night Place" Celebration.

rHllJJFrnrn
8undl!HNigW
Place!
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A real need
By: jim E. Tillman, director

"CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place" ... for training ... for worship . . . for
fellowship.

Foundation

Trust funds perform double duty
A l ady had approached the
Foundation for assistance in planning
her estate. There were several loved
ones for whom she wanted to make
special provision, and she also wanted to
remember several charitable and
Christian causes.
She was not a wealthy woman; there
was a little property, a little savings, and
some insurance, nothing more. But the
use of her funds, properly planned like
she is d0ing, will accompl ish far more
than she cou ld have anticipated.
In her case, a trust fund is the perfect
so luti on. Funds left in trust with the
Arkansas Baptist Foundation can be
spec ifi ed for the care and benefit of the
loved ones for whom she wishes to
provide. With the safeguards provided
in a trust fund, these funds can never be
dissipated, but will remain intact, with
the earnings to be used precisely for the
purpose she intended.
At the death of the lov ed ones, the
funds can then be left to severa l
Chr ist ian causes which she wanted to
remember. Thus, the same funds can
accomplish two major purposes in the
wishes of this dedicated, Christian lady.
There is a second advantage in her
case in the use of a trust fund. She had
originally considered leaving several
lump sum bequests to several
benevolent and Christian causes. The·
amounts thus left would be sma ll, since
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she is not wealthy, nor is her estate·very
large.
However, the same amount of funds
left in trust with the Arkansas Baptist
Foundation can be invested, along with
other funds of the Foundation, at a good
rate of return. Then the earnings from
the trust can be paid annually, or
semiannually, to the several causes she
desired. In that way the principal of the
trust will remain intact, earning ·funds
year after year for her causes. It will be
on ly a few years until the accumulated
annual earnings from these small
amounts will more than equal the
amount she could have left in one lump
sum bequest, and the funds will remain
there until Jesus comes again.
The · Arkansas Baptist Foundation is
available to assist you in the planning of
your stewardship and estate. -Roy F.
Lewis, Acting Executive Director.

Caldwell .joins
Sunday School Board
NASHVILLE (BP) - William Gerald
Caldwell has joined the church training
department of the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board as an adult
consultant.
Caldwell came to the Sunday School
Board from Gracevi ll e, Fla., where he
has served the last four years as a

The very Spirit of Christ makes us
sensitive to the needs of others . Once a
Christian is made aware of the existence
of a real need, he proceeds to meet that
need in the name of Christ. It is this very
spirit that I am finding in the local
churches in our state regarding the
needs of our two institutions of Christian
Higher education.
At the outset of the OuachitaSouthern
Advancement
Campaign,
worthy needs were revea led; these
needs still exist, although the people in
the Baptist churches of Arkansas have
pledged $2,939,850.64 thus far to help
rneet these needs.
Buildings are being built to help in the
area of facilities. It would be nice if a
thing called "inflation" would by-pass
our two schools. This, of course, is an
impossible thought, therefore, we must
be prepared to meet rising prices at
Ouachita and Southern.
An example of the effect of inflation
on Christian Higher Education is seen by
a recent report from our Senior
University. This example is applicable to
Southern with a change in the figures,
but the real need exists.
"Inflation, and the increased cost of
food, material, and labor, along with the
imminent increase in the minimum
wage, will cost Ouachita approximate ly
$48,000 in ur;1budgeted expenses during
this fiscal year. In addition to the effect
on the operating budget, inflation has
already caused an increase of $200,000 in
the contract for the new Fine Arts
Center."
There is a "real need" for every
church in the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention to rally to the call from our
schools. Please, look seriously at the
possibility of your church becoming
involved · in the Ouachita-Southern
Advancement Campaign!

professor at the Baptist Bible Institute.
Earlier
he
served as minister of
education at Cliff Temple Church,
Dallas, from 1966-1969, and held a
similar post at Hunter Street Church,
Birmingham, from 1963-1966.
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Wayne Davis

C. A. Johnson

PASTORS

Vernon Wickliffe

,

Ferrell Morgan

RETREATS

Program
What evangelism really is!
How to engage effectively in
evangelism
Inspiring sermons
Missionary messages
C. W. Caldwell

Sept.

Gilbert Nichols

7- 8

Baptist Vista Camp - Clear Creek Association

Sept. 14- 15

Mount Zion Camp- Mount Zion Association

Sept. 21-22

Beech Springs Camp - Liberty Association

Sept. 28-29

Wolf Creek Camp- Delta Association

5:00p.m. Fridays- Noon Saturdays
Total cost: $1 per meal
Send reservations to:
MISSIONS DEPARTMENT
Baptist Building
P. 0 . Box 550
Little Rock. Ar. 72203

FOR: Pastors, Evangelists, Church Staff Members, Retired Ministers. Laymen welcome.
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Child Care

A little help for children in need
Hear the ch il dren crying,
" Is anyth ing worth trying?"
A nd you feel your hopes, all dying,
In the w in ter wind's moist sigh in g.
But the time wi ll come, one day,
When you'll be shown the way
To like yourse lf, again.

Sometimes you need help to hold your
head high,
To face yourse lf . ..
Meet the world, eye-to-eye.
You'll find that you don't have to cry
Whene'er the darkness passes by.
She adds, "Perhaps this one needs a

G.A. camp work is rewarding
Dear Arkansas BSUers:
For . the past month I have been working as counselor in
G.A. camp at Paron. I was put in charge of from 12 to 15 girls10 and 11 years old. I had never worked with this age children
before, so at fi rst it took some adjusting for me to learn to work
effective ly with them .
My work consisted of being a sort of "mother-friend" to
the girls. I li ved iri the cab in wit h them, got them to bed at 10
(or at least I tried), got them up at 7:00 (you wou ldn't believe
how differently they fee l about sleeping when it's time to get
up), ate with them, played with them and went to almost every
. Miss Day
serv ice w ith them. Many of them came to me with their problems and I was ab le to share my faith with them. This really
made me aware of so me of the really big probl ems that some of th ese children
have and to try to understand them as individuals. Five of the gir ls in my cabin accepted Chri st, and one rededicated her life publicly.
These were great experiences for me, and they seemed to strengthen me and
to help me to grow as a C hri st ian. I thank God so much for all ow ing me to work
at camp this summer. It was rea ll y a rewarding expe rienc e that I wi ll never forget.
Sincere ly,
.
Frances Day

(Frances is serving as one of the Arkansas BSU Summer Missionaries. She has
been a G.A. Camp counselor at Camp Paron and is a student at the 'University of
Arkansas at Monticello.)
.
·

And some evangelists

(Ephesians 4:11)

Jerry Don Abernathy
Jerry Don Abernathy has recently entered the field of
full-time evangelism. He has pastored churches in Arkansas,
Oklahoma~ and Texas. His last pastorate was First Church, McA ll en, Tex. Th e churc h was 53 in baptism s in the state of Texas.
Under Dr. Abernat hy's leadersh ip th e churc h maintained bus,
radio, television, language, and spec ial ministries. Dr. Abernathy has wr itten Bibl e study materials for the Sunday School
Builder, Married Young People's Teach er, Vacation Bi ble
Schoo l Teach er's Guid e, and Pupil's Study Leaflets, Church
Administration.
"I have just learned that 'j erry Don Abernathy has returned
to our state to make hi s home in North Litt le Rock, and serve
Dr. Abernathy
the Saviour. in the fi eld of evange li sm.
"Ma ny pastors w ill welcome thi s news, and the uni que background- training
of this effect ive and gift ed young man will be used of God, I. believe, in a mighty
way h ere in our state, as well as across the nat ion.
" Jerry has been a most effect ive pastor, and he has proven himself to be a loyal
So uth ern Baptist. Hi s Churches have prospered as he led them into effective evange li stic o utreac h. He is well-trained in radio, television; and wi ll minister effective ly
to all ages. He would be at home in the largest or sma ll est Church in Arkansas.
"It is my desire that our churches know about jerry's return, and his ava il abi lity.
I add my unreserved recommendation to his life and ministry!"- Thomas A. Hinson, pastor, First C hurch, West Memphis
Dr. Aber nathy may be co ntacted at 500 Dupree Drive, Post Office Box 549,
Jacksonv ill e, Ark. 72076. His t elep ho ne number is (501) 758-3955.
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little explaining. Sometimes you need
a littl e bit of he lp . If that help is there
each time you need it, then you'll find
you need it less each time."
Written by a 16-year old gi rl while
living at the Ch ildren's Home, these
words express such insight and are a
tribute to the staff who worked with
her to gain this understanding. Many
children and youth in our society, in
our state, are crying out far various reasons. Break through the external fences
of delinquency, rebellion, and disrespect of aut hority, and you find a fellow
human being, often hurt, who needs
to· know and feel that someone cares
about him. This is a basic need for each
of us and can provide the foundation
on which we build our lives and relationships.
We see a number of children who
n.eed "a littl e bit of help." "If that help
is there each time you need it, then .
you will find you need it less each time."
We are gratefu l to represent Arkansas
Baptists in this vital ministry of helping
children grow and utilize their God given potential. It is important for someone to be there when help is needed.
- johnny G. Biggs, Executive Director,
Arkansas Baptist Family and Chi ld Care
Services.

Baptist missionaries
publish Spanish recipes
ALICANTE : Spain - The sharing of ·
m ea ls is a significant aspect of Christian
li fe and history. Southern Baptist
mi ssionaries to Spain have published a
cookbook of Spanish recipes to hand
out during furlough, giving friends a
glimp'se of Spanish life and Baptist work
in this country.
"Comidas (meals) and Ch rist," was
env isioned , compi led, ed ited, printed,
assembled and financed by Baptist
missionaries in Spai n. After Mrs. Robert
F. Crider, missionary in Alicante,
comp il ed and edited the book
missionary Dennis Hale of Vigo printed
about 750 cop ies on his home press and
members of the mission assembled the
book.
"The hope is that as women in Baptist
churches at home pick up .the book _to
try out a new recipe for supper, they will
remember the missionaries in Spain, the
needs here, and pause for prayer,"
wrote Mrs. Cr ider.
The book, whose cover drawing was
dorie by the Criders' seven-year-old son
Todd, contains favorite Spanish recipes
of the missionaries and their Span ish
friends . Descriptions of various aspects
and areas of Baptist m ission- work in
Spain are given at the first of each
division in th e book .
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This article is the fourth in a series of nine prepared for the state promotion
plan of Arkansas ·Baptists for the 1973-74 year.

Before a new car is built, there are many steps in planning.
Before a meal is cooked, there must be preparation.
Before an airplane flies or a space ship is launched,
preparation preceeds the event.
Before a sermon is preached, before a lesson is taught,
planning and preparation is a prior consideration.
In the same way, before a strong Sunday school year
can be experienced, before growth and evange li sm, t here
must be preparation.
In the work of the churches we recommend you prepare for and conduct a ·"People-to-People Commitment
Week" for your Sunday school leaders.
An important resource piece is the free piece men tioned in an earlier article, "Church Share the Word Now
Resource Book, 1973-74." If you do not have this, write today, we will send it by return mai l.
Another resource is OUTREACH july issue.
What is it?
People-to-People Commitment Week is time for emphasizing, understanding and launching the program plans
of the church. Major focuses of the week center around
the, church's plans for reaching people. The people pray
together as fellow church members and, under the leadership of God's Holy Spirit, commit themselves to reach more
people for Bible study, for Christ, and for church membership.

a

What preparation is needed1
1. Make spiritual preparation . Bible study, prayer and
a close scrutiny of the record system will help. This preparation wil l give both inspiration and a burden. Unless some-

one cares, little wi ll be done. Study your needs unti l God
gives you a burden, until you care.
2. Complete your annual planning for 1973-74. When
you are inspired and when you care, then planning for
meaningful goals will give "substance" to your work. Genera l planning often is meaningless unless leaders are both
insp irited and burdened .
3. Provide a week of study with leaders and members
of all ages.
4. Order and use the new book Us ing the Sunday
Schoo l to Reach Peop le by Charles Livingstone.
5. A suggested schedu le

Chapter headings relate to Using The Sunday School
to Reach P.eople, Charles Livingstone
·sunday AM

Pastor's message on Outreach (People-to-People Sermons)

Sunday PM

Pastor's message cou ld be centered
around Chapter I -T he Ob ligation
and the Opportunity to Reach Peo ple

Monday Night

7-9

Tuesday Night

7-9

ALL WORKERS MEET TOGETHER
Chapter II - A Plan for Reaching
People
Chapter Ill- The Leadersh ip Team
ALL WORKERS MEET TOGETHER
Chapter IV - Involving Church
Members in Outreach
Chapter V Reac hi ng Peop l e
Through New Un its
Chapter VI - Magnifying the Outreach Task

•

Wednesday
Night 7-9

Lawson Hatfield, (/eft) d irector, and Don Cooper, assistant
director of the Sunday School department, display a free
program booklet wh ich offers many helpful suggest ions and
proj ects for th e People-to-People Now emphasis of the state
convent ion promoti on program. It includes in formation o n
People-to-People Now, Extend Now, and Wit ness Now.
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Present your plan for reaching
people in 1973-74. - Stress discovering, visiting, and reaching
people .

WORKERS MEET
BY DEPARTMENTS
Use this time for departments to
. work on goa ls and plans re lat ing to
t he overa ll genera l plan prese nted
on Tuesday night.
• Focus on t he church's plan for
visitation.
ALL WORKERS MEET TOGETHER
Make this a climatic hour receiving
reports from each department.

Thursday

ALL WORKERS PARTICIPATING
IN A DAY AND NIGHT VISITATION

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE

Southern Baptist gifts
continue to climb
NASHVILLE (BP) Gifts to world
m1ss 1ons through the Cooperative
Program unifi ed budget of th e Southern
Bapti st Convention continued to move
upward through July, increasing by $1.7
mil li on over the same period last yea r.

World Baptist growth over
3 million in five years

WASHINGTON , D .C. (BP) The
world population of Bapti st church
m embers grew 10.7 percent, a tota l of
3 176 954 additions between 1968 and
1973,' according to a stat ist ica l review
made at Baptist World Alliance
With two month s remainin g in the
·
hea dquarters here.
denomin ation's fiscal year, SBC officials
Five years ago, the number of
here are optimistic about reaching the
baptized, communicant members was
1972-73 budget goal of $33,087,882. A
li sted as 29,627,444. At the start of this
6.09 percent increase in contributions
the m embership figure was
year,
would be req uired, they said.
32,804,398.
Gifts of Baptist church members
North America has led the growth, up
through the SBC Cooperative Program
2 600 092 since 1968 to 29,013,168.
through July totaled $28,069,069.77, an
'Eu;ope alon e declined in Baptist
in crease of 6.5 percent over th e same
membership, dropping 16,218 in fiv e
period last year. This is an in crease of years, down to 1,141,214.
$1,71 2,714.74.
The seven nations where Baptists
John H. Williams, SBC finance number more than 200,000 are the same
planning director, pointed out that the
now as five years ago, but ranking w ithin
tota ls for Jul y did not include checks th e group has changed.
from the Baptist state conventions in
Th e USA remain s in first place with
Illinoi s, Florida, Utah-Idaho, and W est
28,674,903
Baptists. India has forged
Virginia. Their checks arriv ed too late to
upwards from third place to second
be counted in the July totals.
because of a fiv e-yea r growth from
Willi ams ex presse d confidence in the . 545,000 to 731,661.
churches surpa ss in g th e $31,826,184
Th e Soviet Union dropped to third
operating budget for th e 19 SBC national
place
in Baptist population, losing 10,000
agenc ies, and r ~ac hing most, poss ib ly
all, of the $1,261,698 capital needs goa l, if members sin ce 1968, dropping to
535,000 memb ers.
current trends co ntinu e.
Achieving these goa ls would leave
$262,500 rema ining on a five-year $5
million capital needs program laun ched
by the denomination in . 1969. That
amount w ill be a part of the 1973-74 SBC
budget, Williams said.
In add iti on to the $28 million in
Coop e rative
Program
budget
contrib ut ion s, Southern Baptists lik ewi se
gave an equ al amount, $28.2 million, to
design ate d spec ifi c mi ss ion causes,
mostly USA and overseas mi ss ion s,
during the first ten month s of th e fi sca l
year.
Des ignated giving for th e period was
up $2,938,162 .52 or 11 .62 percent over
the same period of the prev iou s yea r,
the report indicated.
Combin e d
wor l d
mi ssio n s
contr i butions,
in cluding
both
design ations and gifts through the
Cooperative Program for the ten -month
p e riod tot a l e d $56,855.64, up
$4,637,978.38 or 9.01 percent over the
previou s year through July.
For the month of July alone,
Cooperative
Program
contributions
w ere down sli ghtly from Jul y, 1972. Gifts
total ed $2,689,627.89, down $35,641.80 or
1.31 percent from July of last yea r.
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Growth in Brazi l (283,860 to 400,800)
and in Burma (222,984 to 275,008) in the
five years moved them past the United
Kingdom which declined in Baptist
membership from 283,860 to 261,108.
Zaire lik ewise lost from 228,059 to
225,100 and dropped from sixth to
sevent h place during the same period.
More
than
20 n at ion s and
dependencies are on the 1973 li st which
were not on the 19681ist, often the result
of missionary act1v1ty sponsored by
bodies related to the Baptist World
Alliance.
These may not all represent the
" infinite" growth, which the
mathematics indicate, sa id Carl W . Tiller,
staff member who comp il ed the recent
statistics . Th ey may on ly indicate an
omission, in error, from the ea rli er data.
The country in this group having the
largest numbers is Chad, with 15,000, an
area served by a mission without BWA
affiliation, Tiller said.

from 3,263 to 14,818; Ethiopia, from 140
to 942.
A large change was also recorded for
the Dominican Republic, but is
acco unt ed for by the ear li er erroneous
omission of a church of the Haitian
Baptists on the Dominican side of the
border.
Highlights of the survey by continent
are:

North America: the largest increase
1968-73 wa s in
2,568,904.

the

United

States,

Europe: major increases were in
Sweden, 15,272, and Romania, 10,000.
·There were also increases in Southern
Europe. Large decreases are shown for
the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union,
and Hungary. Decreases also took place
in many countries in the northern part
of the continent.
Africa: thirty-four of 39 countries
showed increases during the five-year
period. The largest increase was in
Nigeria, 37,485. In 14 of the nations and
one depend ency, the number of Baptists
more than doubled .
Asia: large increases in India and
Burma offset a decrease caused by
dropping
mainl and China,
earli er
estimated at 123,000. It has been omitted
in 1973 on the premise that the churches
there, if st ill existing, are underground,
and no reliable data are therefore
availab le. South Korea, Singapore, and
South Vietnam more than doubled their
Baptist population.
Middle America: the largest increase
was in the Bahamas, 22,345, a nation
where the Baptists now outnumber the
adherents of al l other Christian
persuasions. Costa Rica's new figure is
more than five times the old . Honduras
more than doubled its Baptists. Cuba
and Trinidad slipped downwards.
Middle East: this geographical
grouping, Baptists' sma llest, showed a
net gain in each of the six nations listed.
. Oceania: all seven jurisdictions having
Baptists showed increases over the fiveyear period, Indonesia and Guam
showing the greatest percentage
growth. However, there are some island
groups without Baptists.

The most spectacu lar growth of
South America: Brazil's spectacular
Baptists in places which are on both the
increase of 145,800 led this continent.
1968 and 1973 lists occurred in Uganda,
Every country showed some increase,
from 120 to 8,337; Rwanda, from 2,389 to
however. Bolivia, Guyana, and Peru all
17,515; Costa Rica, from 947 to 4,698; . ·reported increases of over 100 percent
Indon es ia, from 4,886 to 24,041; Malawi,
for the five-year period.
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"No so licitors" usually inclu des ministers. (HMB photo by jim Wright)

Modern Americans appear to be
selecting lifesty les which enab le them
to pull up stakes and move on to gree ner lawn s, so to speak .
But so me don't want to bother w ith
lawns, others don't want to bother with
neighbo rs.
And these new nomad -apartme nt
dwellers, mobile home owners, and
new town dwell ers - pose challenging
problems for So uth ern Baptist co ncep ts
of ministry.
The 1970 U.S. census showed more
than 25 million families livin g in rented
units responding to the promise of
privacy and the impli ed freedom of
apartment dwelling. They ca n have
pretty flow ers out front and never have
to pull weeds or paint fences.
Even high er mortgages are optional
for peop le wanting hom e ownership
with the mobil e home requiring fewer
years of ind ebtedness . Today seve n
million peop le live in mobil e hom es
and projection s for 1973 sa les exceed
650,000 units.
Options now includ e choosin g a
totally prepl ann ed environment with
nearly 130 "new towns" sprin ging up
across America. Some, like Sun City
'in Arizona, offer residences to a sing le
age group, but others welcome any
person or family who is pleased with
the prepackaged lifesty le offered. Before the 21st century, expe rt s predict,
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Churches searching
in nomad's land
By Tim Nicholas
Second of two articles

more than nine m illi on peop le will
live in planned cities from coast to coast.
"We have to get away from the traditions of a church being five acres of
land, an auditorium, and educat ional
buildings," says Wend ell Belew, mis sions director for the Southern Bapt ist
Home Missions Board.
" In Co-op City, a big apartment co m plex in New York City, we have a fu ll time chap lai n who ministers to the people livin g there, If he can develop a
ch urc h, fine . But that's not his major
ro le," says Belew.
Along with indi vidu al ch urches, the
Hom e Mi ss ion Board has atte mpt ed to
develop tec hniqu es and app ro ac hes

for apartment house ministry, but most
. attempts have met with limited su ccess,
reports t he board's metropo lit an mi ssions strateg ist, Warren Rust, in the
July -August iss ue of Hom e Miss ion s
m agaz in e.
Unlike hom e owners, apart m ent
peop le usually have a defense aga in st
so li citors : managers.
And managers sy mpat hetic to
Christian causes or not - mu st protect
their tenants right to be left alon e.
"Comp lete reliance on door-to-door
visitation in apa rtm ents is out-O-U-T,"
says Becky ·sc hultey, ass ista nt m anage r
of Broadmoor Apartments, Austin, Tex.
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" If w e let church peopl e v1s1t un ch eck ed, we'd have to do th e sa me to
magaz in e sa les m en, " says Mrs. Sc hultey,
who attends a Bapti st church and is
sympath eti c to Chri stian mini stri es .
"You ju st have to reach peo pl e t hrou gh
oth er m ethod s."
Cli fton Fite, who work ed
as an apartm ent minister for
area church, ag rees that th e
ters" signs on apa rtm ent
usually includ e mini sters.

for a tim e
an At lanta
"no soli cico mpl exes

To beg in his mini stry, Fit e visited
apartm ent o wn ers, ex pl ainin g t hat he
wa sn't a fl y- by - ni ght reli gio ni st tryin g
to sw ell th e ro ll s of the church." He
voluntee red to help wh en dea th s occurred, or wh en dom eS'tic squabbl es
arose. By goin g throu gh prop er channels, Fite ga in ed acceptance with apart ment m anage rs th at· has bee n abse nt
in too man y situ ati o ns.

ger, mak ing dec isio ns abo u t reli gio us . Hambl em was pastor o f a South e rn
ope ratio ns w ithin t h e cities.
Bapti st co ngrega ti o n befo re his Home
Mi ssio n Boa rd appo in t ment.
State co nve nti o ns have t urn ed key
As To m Draper, a Florid a mi ssions
men to t he task of makin g Bapti st w itsuperint end ent invo lved in churching
ness a rea li ty in new town s, and th e
several new town s in his area, says, "Th e
Ho m e M iss io n Boa rd has add ed a new
idea o f a co mmunity o f 40,000 p eopl e
tow n co nsu ltant, j ames Hambl en, to
with no South ern Bapt ist witne ss, man,
se rv e as a nati o nal li aison betw ee n dethat ju st ,leaves m e cold ." He's ta lkin g
velo pers of new to wn s and South ern
plann ed citi es , but he could just
about
Ba pti sts.
as w ell_) be aimin g hi s word s toward
apa rtm ent compl exes or mobile home
Actu all y most deve lo pers will provid e
par ks, ,as he continu es, "We've got to
so m e so rt of reli giou s fac iliti es, jim
ge t our'· fo ot in th e door."
Hamblen has d iscove red, rangin g fro m
givin g a churc h gro u p land - as w as
Tim Nicholas is a staff membe r of
do ne at Peac htree City, Ga. - to in "Home Missions" magazine, and comsist in g on " interfa ith ce nters," as has
piled this article from that magazine's
bee n t he case at th e most success ful
July-August issue.
pl ann ed city, Co lumbi a, Md ., wh ere

Planning to see the

Fite's p ho ne mini str y w as "li ve." He
put him se lf on 24- h o ur ca ll fo r cri sis
coun se lin g. He also o rga ni zed vacat io n
Bibl e schoo ls in a d oze n areas, helped
train memb ers o f h is church, Beec her
Hill s, in apartm ent mini str y techniqu es,
and se rv ed as ch apl ain fo r li tt le leag ue
ba ll play ers. Fite's wife Rub y taught
lit eracy cl asses to internati o nals in th e
Fite apartm ent.

Great Passion Play
in unique Eureka Springs?
Stay at the

New Orleans Hotel
Catering to Christian groups and individuals . .
Special group rate s.
Phone or write:

Lik e apartm ent compl exes, mobil e
hom e park s often nee d spec iali zed
mini stri es. O ccas io n all y churches are
built es peciall y to mini ster to t he peop le
in a mo bil e ho me pa rk .
M etropo litan Church's buildin g co nsists of three mo bil e hom es pi eced togeth er. Th e main thin g th at di stin gui sh es it from th e oth er 238 mobil e ho mes
at M etropo li tan park, 25 mi les no rth east of Atlant a, Ga., is th e stee p le.
W ith beg innin gs as a mi ss io n seve n
years ago after a ce nsus revea led th at
a whoppin g 80 p erce nt of th e inh ab itants w ere Bapti sts, ye t few w ere mem bers o f loca l churches. M etro po li ta n
church now has 49 m embers with 13
more to be bapti ze d at th e park 's swim ming pool som etime th is summ er. But
the sma ll size has n't kept th e church
members from exceeding their bud get
every yea r.
M etropolitan church has ass isted
fami li es swamped by m edi ca l bill s,
rai se d mon ey fo r play ground equip ment, volunt ee red a committee to clea n
up th e park and sp o nso red a Boy Scout
and Cub Scout group . About 100 chil dren attend its vac ation Bibl e sc hoo l,
and a community library is pl ann ed.
In th e plann ed city th e d eveloper
replaces th e apartm ent or park man a-
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NEW ORLEANS HOTEL
63 Spring Street
Eureka Springs, Ark . 72632
501 -253-8630

Lewis Steed
•

Warmh earted eva ngelistic preacher

•

Great personal so ul winner

•

Form er Secretary of Evangelism, Oregon -Washington Convention

•

Graduate of Ouac hita Baptist University, Southwestern Theological Sem in ary

Lewis S. Steed
3415 N.E. 124th Place
Portland, Oregon 97230

Phone: 252 -7645
Lewis S. Steed

To attend Lay Evangelism School
First Church, Sherwood, N.L.R., Oct. 28- Nov. 1
Available for revivals
References : Dr. Charl es Ashcraft
Robert Fergu son
Jesse S. Reed

October and November

}

P. 0. Box 550
Little Rock, Ark. 72203
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CENTRAL ARKANSAS
CHRISTIAN LIFE CONFERENCE
AND
CRUSADE
OCTOBER 3-7

. I

CONWAY, ARKANSAS

A Ministry of First Baptist Church, Conway
W. L. Probasco, Pastor

"HIS LIFE- NOW!"
CONFERENCES ON THE ABUNDANT LIFE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For Pastors, Church Staff Members
For Laymen
For Junior High, Senior High, College (Saturday)
Group Conferences led by Wright, Hodges, Adams, Probasco
General Conferences led by Dr. Stephen Olford
Morning and Afternopn Conferences 9-12, 2-4
"Share Session" with Dr. Olford Friday afternoon
Nurseries Available

Dr. Stephen F. Olford
Principal Conference Speaker
and Crusade Evangelist

\

.
!

'I

EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE NIGHTLY AND SUNDAY
Evan'gelist: Dr. Stephen Olford
Crusade Soloist: J. T. Adams; Crusade Choir under ·direction of Don Bingham
Guest Soloists and testimonials include Beverly Terrell, Ural Clayton, Mr. and Mrs. Dave
' Ragan, Marilyn Simmons, Mrs. A. L. Ford

I.

•

Crusade services held in Ida Waldron Auditorium, Campus of State College of Arkansas,
Conway

Herbert Hodges

W. L. Probasco

John Wright

J. T. Adams

Don Bingham

Memphis
Conference Speaker

Host Pastor
Conference Speaker

Little Rock
Conference Speaker

Crusade Soloist
Conference Speaker

Host Music Minister
Crusade Choir Director

For Brochure, Information concerning motels, call or write
First Baptist Church, Conway, Arkansas, 72032 Telephone 1-329-5648
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' Redemptive love in action
By Eddie McCord
First Church, DeWitt

This lesson coneludes the two lesson unit, "Dealing
Redemptively with
the Undisciplined."
This lesson should
help us make the
Christ-like response
to those who yield
to temptation and
are guilty of some
undisciplined act .
McCord
jesus has dealt with
the Ch'rist ian on the basis of redemptive
love. The same redemptive love is to
guid e us in our attitudes and behavior
toward others.
The Scribes and Pharisees had missed
the purpose and intent of th e law . In
their legalistic interpretation of the
law they very harshly condemned all
who did not keep the law as they taught
it. Such an attitude blinded them to
' their own sin, and made it impossible to
minister to others.
)esu s saved us and gav·e us his sp irit
for his sake and for others. Redemptive
lov e is at its brightest when it is shared
with a fellow human being who knows
not Jesus and when it is busy lift in g
burdens from others. Love which does
not act redemptively was not li t at
Christ's altar.

jesus leads the way (Mark 2:13-17)
Mark gives a great deal of space in
reporting our Lord's Galilean ministry.
Time and · again he records how the
crowd thronged him and he always
had compassion for the multitudes. In
Mark 2:1-12, we see Jesus hea lin g a
palsied man who had to be lowered
into his presence through a hole made
in the roof. This was made necessary
because of the great host of people
who crowded in and about the house.
Verse 13 tells us that following the heal!, . ing of the palsied man, that "he went
' forth again by the seaside; and all the
multitude resorted unto him, and he
taught them."
Our Saviour reached out to all men
in red eem ing love. He was willing to
walk all day and pray all night. Personal
comforts and conveniences were never
soug ht. How often do we fail to become
involved in the work because it interferes with some personal desire? ·
Soon, Jesus encounters Levi, the son
of Alphaeus (commonly known to us as
Matthew) engaged in his work as a tax
' collector for the Romans. The publican
or tax coll ector was regarded by the
Pharisee as grossly irreverent and un-
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School lesson

International
Aug . 26, 1973
Mark 2:16-17;
Gal. 5:25-6:5

suited for Godly discipleship. Like
Zacchaeus he was despised and hated .
But jesus saw Levi's worth. He saw a
man with a lonely, hungry heart and
one who would be a great asset to king dom work. Jesus sa id, "Foll ow 'me"
and Levi became a disciple.
Evidently one of the first things Levi
did was to invite Jesu s to his hou se to
dine. There were many "tax-collectors
and sinners" present. These were irreligious people who ignored or vio lated
the religious regulations of the stricter
Jewish people. Many, no doubt, were
corrupt and dishonest. Th e "Scribes
of the Pharisees" were the Jewish teachers who subscribed to the viewpoint
of the Pharissic party. ·This party was
the most influential in Jesus' day. They
looked upon the sinner and taxcollector with great scorn. They cou ld
not understand why Jesus would eat
with them. They knew that God wou ld
forgive any sinner who repented, but
repentance to them would be an evidence of change and the keeping of
the law. They would not see that God
was dealing with man through redemptive love, that God loves and saves man
as a sinner without demanding that he
become righteous and deserving of
redemption.

that our everyday behavior confirms
to · this fact. "If (since) we live in the
spirit, let us also walk in the spirit" (v .
25.) To " li ve in the spirit" is to derive
our life from him. To "wa lk in the
spirit," means to order our lives by his
rule and control. In verse 26 Paul lists
three things th at we must be on guard
aga in st, th ings wh ir h a.·e co ntrarv to
t he spiri t-directed Ill e. :hey ore " "' " '
glory," "provoking on e another" and
"envying one another."
In contrast to this, verse 1 of chapter
6 describes the attitud e and conduct
of the truly spiritual person . He is not
to make a snap judgement and co n demn a Christian broth er even th ou gh
he is caught in an act of misconduct.
It is the work of t he spiritual to " re store ." The word for "restore" was used
in ancient times for th e setting of
broken bones and the mending of nets.
The idea here is that we. are to deal with
our sinning brothers in a redemptive
manner. The restoration is defined for
us. First, it is to be done i.n a "spirit of
meekness." This says that our attituJ e
is to be one of gentl eness, humility,
and consideration . Second, it is to be
done in full awareness of our own weak nesses: "considering thy self, lest th ou
also be tempted ."

Jesus' behavior teaches . us that regardless how secular or evil a man
might be, he is an object of the love of
God . Jesus' invitation was for sinners.
He is opposed to the socia l and religious
ostracism which character ized the
Pharisees thinking. ·

Another expression of . redemptive
love is to take upon ourselves th e burdens of others. "Burdens" (6: 2) could
mean bu~dens of any kind, but the
reference· is primarily to the burdens
of the sinnin g brother of verse 1.

When Jesus said, "They that are whole
have no n'eed of the physician, but they
that are sick: I came not to call the
righteous but sinners to repentance."
He was saying that the calling of sinners
is a part of the good news. By the use
of the word "righteous" he was not
pra1s1ng the Pharisees for being
righteous. There was irony in his use
of the word . To Jesus it was not redemptive love to shun people who were regarded as sinners, or to suppose that
God had ceased to care for them.

Walking redemptively (Gal. 5:25-6:5)
In 5:24, Paul says "they who belong
to Christ have crucified the flesh with
the affections and lu sts." Since the flesh
has been crucified we must see to it
The Oullines of lhe lnlernalional Bible Lesson for
Chrislian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrighled
by lhe lnlernalional Council of Religious Educalion.
Used by permission.

In verse 3 Paul says pride and conce it prevents us from being burden
bearers. Then in verse 4 we are to test
our own work, not by what our brother
has failed to do, but by what we know
our duty and responsibility to be.
At first glance it may seem that verse
2 and verse 5 are in conflict. But the
word translated "burden" in the two
verses are different. In verse 2 the word
denotes a crushing weight. In verse ·
5 the word refers to a weight like a
so ldi er's pack. The reference is to those
responsibilities which cannot be carried by another and for which a man·
is accountable to God.
There are abundant opportunities
for us to demonstrate redemptive love.
We are confronted with them everyday
in every walk of life. If we follow where
j esus leads, we will walk redemptivel y
in our attitudes and service toward
others.
Pag~
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Jonah: God's concern for all men

Life and Work
Aug. 26, 1973
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 4:1-3,9-11

By David C. George
First Church, Stuttgart

What is the first
thought th at comes
mto
your m in d
when you think of
Jonah? Very li kely
it is the great fish
that swallowed the
prophet and later
srit him o•J1 on the
land. But this is not
the most important
fact about Jonah .
Dr. George
The most striking
thing about the book is that God cares
about the we lfare of all men everywhere . The fish is part of the record,
aml men of faith should read of him
with reverence for God's providential
power. But it would be <1 tragedy if any one struggled with the fish and failed
to come to grips with the real miracle
of Jonah, the love of God that cannot
be limited by man's narrowness.
Jonah was a prophet of Israel in the
days of Jeroboam II (782-743 B.C.) He
is mentioned in 2 Kings 14:25. The book
whrch bears his name is a book about
him rather than a book from him. His
story was written down at some lat er
time to preserve the great lesson which
God revealed in Jonah's ministry.

The man and his mission
(Jonah 3:1-5, 10)
God spoke to Jonah a second time
Clfter his stubborn attempt to evade
his first instructions. Most of us have
our own reasons to be thankful that
God· speaks more than once. Where
wou ld we be without hi s persistence
and patience? Jonah did not realize it,
but he tried the mercy of God just as
much as the pagan people of Nineveh.
Jonah struggled hard against doing
the will of God. The idea of go in g to
Nineveh to preach repentance in the
name of the God of Israel was almost
•.mthrnkable to an eight h century lsr.lelite. The Assyrian capital was Israel's
worst Pnemy, active ly working to dest.·oy their nation and their worship of
God. These fierce warriors of the East
were noted for their atrocities, but it
was not fear that kept Jonah from going,
it was prejudice and provincialism. He
just could not believe that God loved
thosl:' forPigners as much as he loved
Israel. Jonah himself certainly did not
love them. The idea of offering God's
blessing to them made him sick.
The experience at sea convinced
Jonah that God meant business and
was not going to give up. When the
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ca ll was repeated, Jonah went, b ut hi s
heart was not in it. At least he recognized that the word of God stood above
his own feelings. Throughout the book,
the all important factor is God 's purpose
to redeem.
As Jonah entered the great city, he
began to repeat his simp le message of
repentance. He spoke it to the people
of the streets, anyone who wou ld hear.
The response was that which God's
message always evokes, repentance an d
faith. As the message worked in the
hearts of the peop le it made its impact
on the ru ler. In view of their response,
God withdrew the sentence of destruction, and the mission. was a success.

Disagreeing with God (}onah 4:1-3)
Jonah was d isp leased and angry over
what had happened. The spectacle
of a man being displeased and angry
with God is stagger ing, but that is just
the point of the book. Jonah is the persanification of the nation of Israe l with
its nar row nationalism and its failure
to share the bless in gs of God with
ot hers. He is also the sy mbol of every
church and every Chri stia n who becomes so busy protecting hi s own privileged status that he closes hi~ heart to
people who are different from him.
At least Jonah was always honest w hen
he disagreed with God. Men disagree
with God all the time, but they usually
do not recognize it .
Jonah d isagreed w ith God, and he
said, "I told you so." Eve n though he
d id not want Nineveh to be saved, he
knew that is w hat would happe n if they
and God got toget her . He knew it because he recognized the graciou s and
merciful nature of God. It is a step in
the right direction, even w hen our love
is limited, to know that God's love is
not.
There are many lessons here for the
churc h and t he Christian. Jonah would
rather die than see t he grace of God
in Nineve h. For God's peop le to refu se
to ca re for others .lik e God ca res is th e
sa me as dying. Jo nah was orthodox in
his theology. He knew w hat God was
li ke. But lik e many today, he was a
heretic in his heart. The rea l heresy,
after all , is failure to love.

Things worth caring about
(Jonah 4:9-11 )
The closing scene of the book of
This lesson treatment is based on the Life and Work
Curriculum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Jonah is a beaut iful picture with a touch
of humor. It speaks of God's grace and
man's misplaced values. Jona h went
to the outsk irts of t he.. city to watch and
pout.. Probably he did not believe the
decision Wou ld last. He was angry, and
anger is a destructive and paralyzing
emotion. Men say and do silly things
when they are angry.
God, who never gives up on pouting
prophets or on nasty Ninevites, kindly
caused a gourd vine to grow and cast
its shade o n the hot and bothered
Jo nah. Thi s was somet hin g he cou ld
lik e. Then, to show him ju st how mixed
up he was, God let the plant wither
under t he attack of a worm. Jonah's
anger surfaced again, and he once more
asked to die.
'
At this point God was ready to reveal
to Jonah his basic problem . Jonah's
love was too limi ted. He cou ld love a
plant which was temporary and of littl e
va lu e, but he could not love people.
At the heart of all life's misplaced conce rn s is the co nfu sion of people and
t hin gs. God loves peop le and uses
t hin gs to work hi s will in their lives.
Sin causes us to love things and to use
people to acquire those things. We
tend to let our love get boxed up in
the things that give us pleasure and
comfort. Material ism is a great enemy
of missions.
Th e lesson of Jo nah is that people
are more important than things, and
t hi s includes all peop le. God's plan
for all mankind is more import ant that
our plans for our own pleas ur e and
privi lege. The on ly values worth ca rin g
abo ut are the things God ca res about.
God is concerned for all men, and he
ca ll s us to the task of sharing that message.

Cities Baptist programs
" If the Sout hern Baptist Radio and
Television Com mi ss ion didn't ex ist, the
broadcasting industry wou ld have to
inv ent it ," declared Vin ce nt T.
Wasilewski, of Washington, president of
the prestigious National Association of
Broadcasters.
Wasi l ew'ski, speaking for his
organization, was citing the
professional ism of the Baptist agency
whose
var iety of
Bib le-centered
religious programs have enab led it to
serve, unofficially, as the "religion
department" of numerous rad io and
te levision stat io ns across th e country.
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VBS Reports

Attendance report

Asmile or.two

Aug. 12, 1973
Sunday

Aug. 6- Aug. 13
Name of church

Enrollment

Altheimer, First

Camden, Hillside

55
58
264
83

Crossett, First
El Dorado, Parkvicw
Hot Springs, Central

232
131
119

Ashdown, Oak Grove
Camden, First

Huntsville, First

Average
Professions
of faith
attendance

72

152
74
30
81
33
513
117
44
90
206
78
111
92
250

Jonesboro, Nettleton

Little Rock, Shady Grove
Magnolia, Westside

Marshall, First
Norfork, l one Rock

No. Little Rock, Park Hill
Paragould, East Side
Pollard, New Hope

Rector, First

Sheridan, first
Siloam Springs, Gum Springs
Smackover, First
Trumann, Pleasant Valley

Tyronza, Black Oak
North Pulaski Associatio n
(Mission School)

49
48
241
71
206
117
109
54
129
68

26
59
29
428
80
40
64
175
63

52

Girl's Training School

100
73
50

0
0

5
0
1

10
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
3
0
0
0
0
1
0
0

40

Church
Alexander, First

A nomad returned to the Arabian
desert after a trip to the U.S. A~ he
unpacked, friends gathered and asked
him what had impressed him most in the
Western world.
"Was it the tall bui ldings?" asked one.
"No," he rep lied, unpacking his
robes.
"Well, then," asked another, "what
did impress you most?"
"American sa lesmen," he said while
carefu lly unwrapping an outboard
motor.

* * *

Alma, First

Alpena
Bentonville, First
Berryville

First
freeman Heights
Rock Springs
Booneville, First

Cabot, Mt. Carmel
Camden, First
Cherokee Village Mission
Co nway, Second
Crossett

First
Magnolia
Mt.Oiive
El Dorado, Caledonia

Forrest City, First
ft. Smith
First
H aven Heights

Clean used church buses

J & M Motors
Hwy. 65, South
Conway, Ark.
329-6634 or 329-5135

PEW CUSHIONS
Comfort and beauty. At prices your
Ctnurch can afford.
For free estimates contact
FLOWERS CUSHION SERVI CE
P.O. Box 587- Keene, Tex. 76059
Phone: A/C 817 645-9203

Bellevue Baptist Church
.Memphis, Tennessee
Invites all former members
to our
70th Anniversary Observance
Sunday, September 23, 1973
Plan to spend the day with us.
Sunday School - Morning Service
Old Fashioned "Dinner On The Grounds"
Gospel Sing in Afternoon
Church Training - Evening Service
Dr. Adrian Rogers
Pastor

In the War Between the States, th ere
was a genera l in one of the arm ies who
massed his troops to repel the e nemy.
He called his fellow officers about him,
and said, "We cannot hold against the
forces of the enemy; they are too strong,
and I sha ll in 15 minutes ask the bugler
to sound retreat. You al l know I have a
bad leg, so I will start now.

* * *
A mother mouse and her little ones
were sudden ly con front ed by a cat. The
mother mouse braced herself and said,
"Bow wow!" The cat turned ta il and
fled. Then the moth er mouse turned to
her children and said, "Now you see
how important it is to know a second
lang uage."

* * *
A forgetful patient went to the doctor
for a checkup. The doctor wrote a
prescription for him in his usual illeg ib le
writing. The patient put it in his card
case and forgot to get it fi ll ed. Every
morning for two years he showed it to
the cond uctor as a rai lr0ad pass. Tw ice it
got him into a theatre, once into a
baseball park, and once into a symphony
concert. He got a rai se from the cashier
it as a note from the boss. One day he
mislaid it at hom e. His daughter picked
it up, played it on th e piano and won a
scho larship to a noted conservatory of
music!

Temple
Trinity
Grandview
Greenwood, First
Hampton, First
Hardy, First
Harrison

Eagle Heights
Woodland He ights
H elena, First

School

Church
Training

65
324
74
200

34
121
27

149
144
65
196
150
404
61
293

63
29
55
176
71
46
20
74

429
155
275
53
604

97
97
166
30

1024
171
135
165
84
217
135
43

273
92
59
61
60
61
72
25

239
72
232

104
43
65

160
466

67
105

265
65
390
171

157
50
116
49

345
270
44
304
167

56
112
34
96
94

127'
560
503
104
200
99
577
149
249

60
167
141
49

511
366
176
316
649

127
114
92
74
84

156
407
346

111
137
70

134
561
52
160
153
442
66
170

45
106
19
73
92
109
63
42

102
313
911
58
109
507
33
36
251
172
110
91

52
62

Ch.
addns.
4

4
2

Hope

Calvary
First
Hot Springs
Grand Avenue

leonard Street
Park Place

Hughes, First
Jacksonville
First
M~rshall

Road
lake Village, Parkway
lavaca, First
lexa
Little Rock

Crystal Hill
Geyer Springs
lif-e line
Martindale
Sunset l ane
Woodlawn
Magnolia, Central
Melbourne, Belview
Monticello, Second
North little Rock
Baring Cross
Calvary
Gravel Ridge
levy

Park Hill
Paragould
Center Hill
First
Paris, First

77

44 '
176
66
125

Pine Bluff
Centennial
First
Green Meadows
Second
Prairie Grove, First
Rogers, First
Roland, Natural Steps
Russel lville, Second

Springdale
Berry Street

Elmdale

An executive secretary of a state convention is in need of a competent,
qualified secretary who will serve as his executive assistant. Interested
persons are invited to write "Secretary Needed" in care of the paper · in
which this ad appears at once.

First
Oak Grove
Uniontown
Van Bure n, First
Mission
Vandervoort, First
Warren, Immanue l
West H e lena, Second
W. Memphis, Vanderbilt Ave.
Wooster, First

August 23, 1973

67
166
· 31
62
63
57
62
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M xican-American p stor defuses explosive scene
By Robert O'Brien and Orville Scott
DALLAS ·(BP) - A Mexican -A mer ican
Baptist pastor has been given a large
share of the credit for defusing a
potentially exp losiv e situ ation here
following the nationally publicized
shoot in g of a . 12-yea r-o ld M ex i ca n ~
American boy by a Dallas policeman.
Observers, including police, city
officials
and
veteran
newspaper
reporters, say an ad hoc committee
formed from th e Mexican-American
community- led by its chairman, Rudy
Sanchez - possibly prevented what at
best cou ld have been widespread
turmoil and at worst, explosive viol ence.
Sanchez is pastor of First · Mexican
Baptist Church, Dallas, and president of
the statewide Mexican Baptist
Departmental Convention, an affi li ate to
the Baptist General Convention of
Texas.
"Baptists seek leaders hip in many
places but here was a situation in which
the community voluntarily thrust a
Baptist into a place of leade rship,"
commented Oscar Romo, director of
lan guage missions for th e Southern
Baptist Home Mi ss ion Board, who spent
severa l days in Dallas observ in g th e
committee in acti on .
•
Observers have marveled that widely
divergent factions in a fragmented
Mexican-A m er ica n community, from
the conservative
Mexic an Dallas
Chamber of Commerce to an activist
youth group, the Brown Berets, fell
behind Sanchez and th e ad hoc
committee.
"I've never seen t hat before," says
Police Chi ef Frank Byson .
Mexican-American leaders and · city
officials feel that out of the tragedy will
grow a long - lasting community
cooperation and increased efforts to
insure uniform justice for all racial
groups.
The dizzying series of events began
about 2:30 ' a.m., july 24, when Santos
Rodriguez died of a bullet through th e
head while sittin g, hand cuffed, with his
broth er, David, 14, in a police car.
Police, believing they had seen Santos
and David running from the sce ne of a
burglary (which evidence later failed to
support), had pulled the boys out of bed
and return ed with them to th e sce ne of
the crime.
According to reports, a 357 mag num
discharged while a questioning officer,
D. L. Ca in, all egedly held it to Santos'
head in an apparent attempt to frighten
him into talking.
·David later said Cain click ed th e
hammer once and that it fired th e next

time he clicked it, causing Ca in to cry
Orta for taking part in a march t hat did
out in horror. Whether Ca in rea li zed the · lead to some violence, agitated, police
gun was loaded is unce rtain, but David
say, by outsiders.
sa id he saw ca rtridg es in th e chamber.
"If th ey hadn't been there to bring
Police ch arged 2a in with murder
peace," sa id Romo, echo in g a wid ely
malice and later suspended another
held be li ef, "the thing cou ld have
off icer, Roy Arno ld, for failure to file a ex plod ed." •
N eith er Sanchez nor Orta had
comp l ete ly
truthful
r eport
to
intend ed to join the march, organized
investigators. The grand jury will
by the Brown Berets to commemorate
examine Arnold's part in the tragedy.
Santos' death.
Sanchez first became invo lved when
But th ey sa id they did so wh en they
ca ll ed out of bed that mo rnin g by
rea li zed som eo ne with a cool - headed
members of the Mexican-American
ap pro ac h was needed to help k ee p
co mmunity.
order.
The Rodriguez boys, whose moth er is
Th e on ly di sturbance came after th e
co mpl et ing a prison ter m for murd er
main march broke up, wh en some
and whose father has been deported,
ag itators, including a drunk woman who
had attended weekday activ iti es at First
played a major part, burned severa l
Mexican
Baptist
C hur c h . Th e ir
motorcycl es, b ro ke store windows,
grandfat her, who had been taking care
looted and assa~,J it ed police.
of them, often atte nds the Baptist
The woman, one of 28 arrested, late r
churc h.
Sanchez conducted Sa nt os' funeral at
adm itted she. li ed to the crowd when she
his church and t hen, through a ~er i es of
told th em police had killed her son in
eve nts, was laun ched into leade rship.
t he black co mmunity .
Sanchez had a difficult task rallying
At a meeting of th e M ex ican the co mmittee "since th e majority of
A merican community, he was asked to
the m a re Roman Catholic," sa id Mrs.
chair the committee and serve as
Adelfa Ca ll ejo, a Catholic attorney and
spokesman.
president of the Dallas County Criminal
In a series of meetings with police and
Bar Association. "B ut he ea tned th eir
city officials, Sanc h ez and the
respect," she sa.id . "He is walking
committee, alon g with Co un cilman
C hri stian ity.
Pedro Aguirre, eli cit ed adm ission that
some police app ly dual sta nd ards of
justice with racial gro ups and received
promises they wou ld be weeded out .
"The community chose him, and he
was the catalyst whi ch kept th e flow of
information open between city offic ials
a nd
th e
M ex ican -A merican
comm unity," E. H. Denton, ass istant city
manager, sa id of Sanchez.
"Communication is the most valuable
link in a cr isis. Your're in trouble when it
stops,'~ Denton sa id .
Victor Orta, anoth e r MexicanAmer ican Baptist pastor who worked
with Sanchez and other leade rs from th e
beginning, sees th e unification behind
Sanchez as th e "beg innin g of something
great."
Th e community is " look in g to him and
others for co ntinu ed lea dership," sa id
Orta, who also drew pra ise for his role in
keeping peace.
"Residents of the Mexican - American
commu nity see that Baptists have a ·
conce rn for people and for responsible
social change," sa id Orta, pastor of
Iglesia Bautista Calvaria, a mi ss ion of
First Church, Da ll as.
Romo said he expects so me peop le
will "unjustly cri ti cize" Sa nchez and
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The preacher's.masterpiece
The week had been a good
one. There had been fewer people
in the hospital than the minister
could ever remember. There had
not even been a call from a fighting
family for counselling. So the
preacher had time to study.
He had really prepared this
week. The commentaries had been
consulted. The Scripture had been
Editor Sneed
' read in every translation available.
Why, even a few words had been
studied from the original Greek. The illustration had
been well planned. The result was the masterpiece.
The pastor was really ready on this Sunday morning. This time he would show his people how he could
preach. He could hardly wait to begin. Everything
moved well. The congregation sang and the special
music was superb.
When finally he took the pulpit to wax eloquent,
somehow the words weren't coming as he had
imagined they would. About one-third of the way
through, he noticed that the people were . growing
restless. Then it happened. He had always said he
didn't care if the people looked at their watches, as
long as they didn't shake them. This was it. One of
the finest deacons was shaking his watch almost violently.
After the service was over almost no one commented on the message. Even his wife, who usually
encouraged him greatly, was silent. His message was
a failure.

That afternoon he studied his evening message
again, but most of all he prayed.
As he entered the pulpit he prayed silently "Lord,
help me. I can 't do it if you aren't with me."
. Soon he forgot himself. It was almost as though
the message was not his. God was speaking through
him. He could see that the people were praying for
the service.
When the invitation began a number came to
rededicate their lives. Then a young man for whom
many had nearly given up hope came to trust Christ
and unite with the church. It had really been a great
service.
The story we just related could have been true.
For certainly, nearly every preacher has had a similar
experience.
The folly was not in the minister's preparation .
God can guide us as well in the study as in the delivery
of a message. In fact, the Lord has promised that he
would call to our memory the things we needed (John
14:26.) Surely it would not be possible to remember
that which we had not known.
The mistake was in the lack of prayer. If a man
of God is to be effective, much prayer should be expended. Both the preacher and the people in the pew ·
must go to God to have a successful worship experience. It has been said that every pastor will become
great, if his people give him great prayer support.
The rules for a great worship service are simpl e,
yet unalterable. There must be study, as well as prayer
by the pastor and his people. They should pray for the
lost and witness to them. When these things are done
God's presence will be felt every Sunday.

Guest editorial

World Law Day
August 26 is World Law Day. International peace
is the goal. This year a special call for support has gone
out to the 2 billion 600 million members of the world's
religions.
The rule of law is complementary to religion in
general and to Christianity in particular for it embraces
moral principles and offers a foundation for the build ing of a peaceful world order with justice for all.
The Old Testament reveals that God is concerned
about the fair enforcement of just laws which benefit
all people (Ex. 20-23.) Nations are responsible to God
for their behavior just as individuals are (Amos 1-2.)
The New Testament calls for the people of God to be
law-abiding (Rom. 13:1-7, I Peter 2:13-17.) Christian
citizenship, whether in a nation or among the nations,
supports the cause of peace.
Life in this "global village" is too tenuous for any
nation to try to be a law completely unto itself. InterAugust 23, 1973

national issues such as war, over-population, disease,
and hunger dramatize the need for the consistent
rule of law on an international scale.
Peace will remain a hollow word until the basic
precepts oflaw apply to nations as well as individuals.
Mr. Agha Abdul Hamid, United Nations Commissioner
for Namibia, stated, "Nothing less than enforceable
world law can provide the minimum essentials for
peace, justice, and progress."
·
The observance of World Law Day is an opportune time for Christians to rethink their responsibilities under God to law and their role in the establishment of justice throughout the world. Perhaps the
results of such observances will move us closer to that
day "when men shall beat their swords into plowshares ... " - Melvin Hawthorne, Nongovernmental
Observer at the United Nations, for the Christian Life
Commission
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